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Data analytics is going to become the new source of competitive 

advantages. Currently companies and statistical offices are 

exploring all the forms in which data can be used better. An 

important aspect that has made data so “hot” is that technology 

allows us to collect data we never dreamed we could: location, 

consumption, sentiment, opinions, etc. are all now part of the 

internet of things. The most important attribute of this type of data 

is the non-disruptive matter in which it is collected: hence the 

name organic data. In this talk we address the challenges faced 

when dealing with organic data in the private sector and as an 

example we discuss the billion prices project at MIT.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

RSVP: Insights@asb.edu.my by November 10 , 2015  

  

 

Roberto Rigobon is the Society of 

Sloan Fellows Professor of 

Management and a Professor of 

Applied Economics at the MIT Sloan 

School of Management. He is also a 

research associate of the National 

Bureau of Economic Research, a 

member of the Census Bureau’s 

Scientific Advisory Committee, and a 

visiting professor at IESA. 

Roberto is a Venezuelan economist 

whose areas of research are 

international economics, monetary 

economics, and development 

economics. Roberto focuses on the 

causes of balance-of-payments crises, 

financial crises, and the propagation of 

them across countries—the 

phenomenon that has been identified 

in the literature as contagion. 

Currently he studies properties of 

international pricing practices, trying 

to produce alternative measures of 

inflation.  He is one of the two 

founding members of the Billion Prices 

Project, and a co-founder of 

PriceStats. 
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MIT FACULTY INSIGHTS SERIES 

 

The complementary MIT Faculty Insights Series is a platform for MIT Faculty 

visiting the Asia School of Business to share their recent research as well as 

participate in a Q&A session with the attendees.  Participants will have the 

opportunity to tap into faculty expertise, as well as experience interactions on 

cutting-edge topics, which contribute to the Asia School of Business learning 

culture. 
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